The new Union County Correctional Facility ts sup- 
ported by 130,000 units of Anchor Ground Face 
Block and 30,000 units of Anchor Split Face Block. 


Anchor supplied Rutgers University with Ground 
Face Units for the interior of the school’s beautiful 
new dining ball. 


How To ENHANCE 
Your Next PROJECT 
With ANCHOR 
Grounn Face Brock 


Increased structural integrity. 
Distinctive colors. Beautiful 
polished faces. Only Anchor 
Ground Face Units offer you 
these benefits plus energy and 
maintenance efficiency, fire 
resistance, noise control, speedy 
delivery and more. And each 
block far exceeds ASTM C-90 
specifications. 

We blend uniquely colored 
aggregates and color mix concrete. 
The result is a versatile ground 
face block that can be used by 
itself or as an accent coarse when 
combined with Split Rib or Split 
Face Units. Perfect for interiors 
or exterior veneers. 

Call us today for more infor- 
mation and join the growing 
number of builders and con- 
tractors who have switched to 
Anchor Ground Face Block. 


CONCRETE 


975 Burnt Tavern Rd., Brick, NJ 08724 
(201) 458-6888 


The Viking Professional Range. A Class Of One. 


Zero clearance to 
walls and cabinets 


15,000 BTU top burners 


Double and 
single oven models 


In-the-oven 
infrared broiling 


For those discriminating few who 
appreciate the unique combina- 
tion of professional performance 
and exquisite design, the Viking 
Professional range stands alone. 


In addition to its dramatic styling, 
the Viking Professional range 
offers exclusive features which 
define its class. Viking is the com- 
mercial-type range A.G.A. design- 
certified for standard residential 
installation. Unlike typical commer- 
cial ranges, Viking can be installed 
against M 


walls and cabinets without modifi- 
cation. And the exclusive Viking 
in-the-oven infrared broiler pro- 
vides the broiling system most 
preferred by professional chefs. 
The list of exclusive features goes 
on and on. 


For those who demand the perfor- 
mance and quality of a commercial 
range, but refuse to compromise 
on convenience and safety... 
for those truly dedicated to the 
culinary arts, Viking is in a class 
by itself. 


Ben Performance For The Home 


Childproof 


precision-control knobs 


` 


Thermostatically 
controlled 
griddle/simmer plate 


For The Dealer Nearest You, Call Carl Schaedel & Co., Inc. 
(201) 228-4300 


AASA 


JCP&L'S 
ENERGY 
MANAGEMENT 
TEAM 


CAN HELP 
YOU PLAN FOR 
ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY 


Today, architects and engineers are 
required to build energy efficiency into their 
plans. With the help of Jersey Central Power 
& Light Company's energy management 
team, you can now turn those plans into 
energy cost savings for your clients. 

Jersey Central's energy management 
team has the expertise to help you focus 
on the latest energy-efficient techniques 
and systems and build these elements into 
all your plans. They'll even provide you with 
the support tools you need to communi- 
cate the values of energy efficiency to the 
builder and buyer. 

Team up with the experts now, and build 
energy efficiency into your plans. Contact 
JCP&L's energy management team and 
get the competitive edge you need in 
today's cost-conscious environment. 


JCP&L {GPU 


PowerplusCompany 


Northern Area Marketing Office: (201) 455-8942 Southern Area Marketing Office: (908) 493-5249 


2 Architecture New Jersey 91:5 


Page 14 


Page 20 


Architecture 


New Jersey 


Vol. 27, No. 5 


The Jersey House 


North Ward House 
Robert A. M. Stern Architects 


Seaside Villa 
Jay D. Measley Architects 


Graves Residence 
Michael Graves, Architect 


Grotta Residence 
Richard Meier & Partners 


Private Residence 
Nadaskay Kopelson Architects 


14 


16 


18 


20 


22 


5 
Sharon Residence 23 
Kehrt Shatken Sharon: Architects 
House 24 
Ryan & Healy, Architects 
Residence 24 
Michael Ryan Architects 
Szucs Residence 24 
Parette & Associates 
QWFK House 23 
Michael Rotondi/Morphosis 
House 25 


John DeFazio Architects 


The New Jersey Shore House, by Michael Ryan 


New Jersey’s Grand Country Houses, by Mark A. Hewitt 


News 


Cover: North Ward House, by Jay Measley Architects 


Cover Photo: James D'addio 


28 


29 


40 


Architecture New Jersey (USPS 305-670) is a publication of the New Jersey Society of Architects, a Region of the American Institute of 
Architects. It covers projects of current interest, news of architects, and issues in architecture. The purpose of the publication is to increase public 
awareness of the built environment. The publication is distributed to all members of the New Jersey Society of Architects, to consulting engineers, 
to people in fields related to architecture, and to those leaders in business, commerce, industry, banking, education, religion, and government who 
are concerned with architecture. Views and opinions expressed in Architecture New Jersey are those of the writers and not necessarily those of the 


New Jersey Society of Architects. 


Architecture New Jersey is published bi-monthly by the New Jersey Society of Architects, Nine Hundred Route Nine, Woodbridge, NJ 07095. 


Subscription price $15 per year. 


Postmaster: Send address changes to Architecture New Jersey, Nine Hundred Route Nine, Woodbridge, NJ 07095. 


Architecture New Jersey 91:5 3 


There is No Compromise 
With Quality at 


DELAWARE QUARRIES 


STRENGTH FROM THE PAST, QUALITY FOR THE FUTURE 


Producers of... 
e Delaware Valley Sandstone 
e Golden Vein Fieldstone 
e Split River Jacks® 
and a host of other fine 
building stones 


QUALITY PRODUCTS and 
MATCHLESS SERVICE 


Stone Consultants to 
Architects and Builders 


Call or write for free color brochure 
and information 


Bee £ EU SN DELAWARE QUARRIES LANGHORNE STONE COMPANY 
DELAWARE VALLEY FIELDSTONE Route 32 Division of Delaware Quarries 
Lumberville, Pennsylvania 18933 1868 West Super Highway 
Phone: 215-297-5647 Parkland, Pennsylvania 19047 
Fax: 215-297-5178 Phone: 215-757-2208 


CEILINGS THAT STRETCH YOUR IMAGINATION 


e 
Seeing 
Is 

e * 
Believing 
BARRISOL 
Stretch Ceilings 
expand your imagination 
to take advantage 
of a room's dimensions. 
Color, texture 


and reflection 
enhance any decor. 


Trumark 
Ceilings, Inc. 


455 Locust St., Lakewood, NJ 08701 
908-905-9550 FAX 908-905-7828 


Trumark Ceilings, Inc. 


S THE STRETCH CEILING SYSTEM 
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BLAZEGUARD 


HAS YOU COVERED 
FOR LIFE. 


Blazeguard Adds 


"Peace Of Mind” 


To Your Next Project 


A Weyerhaeuser 


New Jersey Society 
of Architects 


A Region of the American Institute of Architects 


Su perb — | Nine Hundred Route Nine, Woodbridge, NJ 07095 
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Ce 


Ask us about the barrier-free 
codes and tax credits. 


CARRIER-LIFT 


INCLINED WHEELCHAIR LIFT 


The Carrier-Lift Inclined Wheelchair Lift is designed 
to carry a person in a wheelchair up or down stairs on 
a straight run stairway or between two or more levels 
of stairs. It can be installed in most schools and office 
buildings to make all floors accessible. The unit is 
battery powered with a 

power system built 


into the platform. MOBILITY 


Conforms to ANSI 
A17.1 Parts 2000 and ELEVATOR & LIFT CO. & LIFT CO. 


21 00, for inclined 25 MERRY LANE IN EAST HANOVER, NJ 07936 
wheelchair lifts. (201) 887-7500 FAX (201) 887-0442 


In the professional liability arena, where financial ruin could hang in the balance, 
it's crucial to find a broker with the technical expertise and intuitive know-how to 
manage the most complex and unusual risks. 


NO RISK TOO UNUSUAL. 
NO COVERAGE TOO COMPLEX. 


Such a broker is Bavaro Associates. Our excellent reputation in professional liability 
(you're invited to check our credentials) allows us to obtain competitive terms and 
favorable pricing for all clients regardless of the risk. 

We continually monitor the changing professional liability markets, both in the 
United States and abroad, to offer the optimum in service on a full range of coverages. 
If you have an insurance concern that requires more than just an average effort, don't 
trust it with an average broker, contact an expert. 


BAVARO ASSOCIATES INC. 
Professional Liability Experts 


510 Thornall Street Edison, New Jersey 08837 e 908-321-0700 
60 East 42nd Street New York, New York 10165 e 212-972-6999 


PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY SPECIALISTS FOR ARCHITECTS, ENGINEERS, SURVEYORS, ENVIRONMENTAL AND ASBESTOS CONSULTANTS. 
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A Region of the American Institute of Architects 
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Secretary 
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Public Relations © Publishing © Video Production Herman C. Litwack, FAIA 


Public Policy Issues © Advertising | Regional Director 
Joseph D. Bavaro, FAIA 


let Montage assist you. 
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Mauro Cappitella, AIA 
Peter Pagani, AIA 
Frank Stiene, AIA 
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Richard F. Finch, AIA 
James A. Gatsch, AIA 
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Robert E. Sussna, AIA 
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e Construction Claims 
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School of Architecture 


1 Vanderwater Ct. 244 W. 54th St. #800 New Jersey Institute of Technology 


e D Ralph L , AIA 
East Brunswick, NJ 08816 New York, NY 10019 Sheet df Asti 
908/254-9439 212/586-3700 Princeton University 
FAX 908/254-2375 


State Board Liaison 
Charles A. Spitz, AIA 


A NJ Certified Minority Business Enterprise 


Executive Director 
Eve M. Lampert 
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Hold on to your financial security - now and in the future. 

Take advantage of a valuable AIA membership benefit. 

THE AIA MAJOR MEDICAL PLAN FOR FIRMS 

As the only plan for firms sponsored nationally by the American 
Institute of Architects, it is designed specifically for architec- 
tural firms - including sole practitioners. 


e Comprehensive coverage including a number 


of options so you can fit your program to 
Desi | iS your situation. 


* Employee Benefits including life 
insurance to help you attract and keep 


talented people. 
OT OUT * Prompt claims processing by a 
professional staff. 


e Affordable rates, in fact, comparisons show 


that the AIA Plan premiums are competitive 
with other plans available to members and 


lower than most. 


A toll free number to call when you have questions 
so it’s easy to administer. 


For more information about the AIA Major 
Medical Plan, mail the coupon to 

AIA Plan Administrator 

P.O. Box 93206 

Des Moines, IA 50393 


Or call the plan administrator toll free 


1-800-343-2972 


| F (eaae, send information about the AIA 

| Major Medical Plan for Firms. I understand 
there is no obligation. 

| g 


| Name: 


| 
| Address: 


City: 


"R | State: es IP ts 


| Mail to: AIA Plan Administrator 
| P.O. Box 93206 
| Des Moines, IA 50393 
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1” = 20” scale model of proposed residence in Virgin Gorda, B.V.. 
Architect: Roger Downing 


Photographer: Louis Checkman Makers of quality study, concept and 
presentation models for over twenty 

ERRESESSESE years. 

beh ‘todd 

A | architectural 

a | Hmodels 35 North Middaugh Street e Somerville, NJ 08876-1806 e (908) 722-8550 


Architectural Integrity 


At Bridgewater Wholesalers, we understand the 
needs of New Jersey's Architectural Community. 

That's why we have created The BWI Architectural 
Department. 

Whether your project is residential, commercial, or 
historic preservation, our factory trained staff is able to 
assist you. 

Our services include architectural consultation, 
budgeting assistance, and project co-ordination. 

We even have an in-house Computer Aided Design 
System so you can verify exactly what you're specifying 
before ordering. 

So next time you are thinking about using wood 
windows, think Bridgewater Wholesalers, and think 
Marvin Windows. 

Give us a call, and ask for The BWI Architectural 
Department. 


> è Bridgewater Wholesalers, Inc. Ï - 1 
Ahi Architectural Department MARVIN A3 
BWI 210 Industrial Parkway WINDOWS | NI 
B Bra MADE 


nchburg, New Jersey 08876 
FINE MILLWORK 1-800-242-7207 
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Editorial 


Recently, a few NJSA members expressed concern over the publication policy of 
Architecture New Jersey, specifically, the appearance in our pages of work by non- 
members. 


Architecture New Jersey is not intended to be an advertisement piece for member 
firms. Rather, the magazine’s purpose is to promote the understanding that architec- 
ture is an essential part of life. Excellent architecture enhances our lives, and excel- 
lence is found in projects of all sizes and budgets. 


The members of the Editorial Board take their responsibilities very seriously. Year 
after year they have devoted their energies to producing a magazine on a tight sched- 
ule and a shoestring budget. They have conducted interviews, visited sites, edited 
copy, laid out issues and recruited advertisers. Their goal is to produce the best possi- 
ble showcase for New Jersey architecture, to show that New Jersey is a haven for 
architectural excellence. It is in all of our best interests to publish the finest work pos- 
sible. This demonstrates that we, the architects of NJSA, not only recognize good 
work, we celebrate it. We want our clients to do the same. 


The editorial policy of ANJ is, and should continue to be, an inclusive one. We 
must be able to report that New Jersey students are honored by the Young Architects 
Forum. We must be able to cover the design and development of Newark’s 
Performing Arts Center. We must be free to comment on a lecture and exhibition on 
the work of Louis Kahn, should they take place at the Montclair Museum. We are 
obligated to discuss the condition of Frank Lloyd Wright’s New Jersey houses, or 
Stickley’s Craftsman Farms. Planning in Trenton deserves our scrutiny, regardless of 
the architect. 


Our policy is not unusual. Architecture, the AIA’s journal, and other AIA section 
magazines, have similar policies. To focus narrowly on the work of members only is 
short-sighted and, eventually, self-defeating. 


Finally, it is the responsibility of the Editorial Board to determine editorial content 
and direction. We recognize that not everyone can be pleased all the time. As always, 
we invite your comments and suggestions. Those who feel strongly about the maga- 
zine may want to become Editorial Board members. This magazine is put together by 
architects who care deeply about architecture. There has never been anything other 
than the best interests of architects, everywhere, at heart. a 


—P. S. Kennedy-Grant 
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New Jersey Society of Architects 


and 
Montage 
Remind You to Remember 
The Following Companies 
Who Support 


Architecture 


New Jersey 


AIA Benefits Insurance Anchor Concrete Products 
Andersen Windows, Inc. Atlantic Electric 
Bavaro Associates, Inc. Bridgewater Wholesalers, Inc. 
Carl Schaedel and Company CHAM Estimating Service, Inc. 
Clayton Block Company Delaware Quarries 
Forge Wholesale Glen Rock Lumber 
Handi-Lift, Inc. Hanover Architectural Products, Inc. 
J & M Flooring Jersey Central Power & Light 
Manufacturer's Reserve Supply Minet Professional Services 
Mobility Elevator & Lift Company O'Donnell & Naccarato 
Sweetwater Interior Construction Group The Newman Company 
Thomas J. Sharp & Associates, Inc. Todd Architectural Models 


Tremco Trumark Ceiling 
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“The Jersey House" 


With this issue we explore the nature of the single family house in New Jersey. The 
examples we show were selected from one of the largest responses we have ever had to 
our request for project submissions. This suggests that the single family house remains 
a staple of architects’ commissions, and that architects are particularly proud of their 
efforts. It also reinforces the image of the single family house as the American Dream. 


Designing someone’s house is a difficult assignment, and, as revealed in these 
pages, the responses are as varied as the clients, the sites, and the architects themselves. 
In this issue we show examples from town, country, lakeshore, and oceanside. The par- 
ticular excellence found in this variety is encouraging. 


Reading Mark Hewitt’s article, we find it encouraging to be reminded of New 
Jersey’s country house legacy. To know that Blairsden has not yet been “developed” 
should inspire us to see that it remains “unimproved”. 


And as this summer’s ventures to the shore become memories, Michael Ryan’s arti- 
cle may help us consider the qualities of place and attitude that make shore architecture 
special. PSK-G 
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North Ward House, Rumson, New Jersey 
Jay D. Measley Architects, Red Bank, New Jersey 


This 5000-square-foot house over- 
looking the Navesink River borrows 
aspects of its Shingle Style neighbors, 
combining castle and cottage in its 
imagery and emphasizing in turn volu- 
metric and planar characteristics. 


At the relatively narrow street side, 
the strongly articulated volumes of the 
formal rooms—living room (round), din- 
ing room (rectangular), and library (octag- 
onal)—present a tight, somewhat clois- 
tered aspect to the public. These forms 
hide from street view the house’s main 
entrance, which occurs at the point where 
the taut forms meet the house’s linear side 
wing. 


In the long side wing, which contains 
everyday living spaces, latticed “fake” 
gables reinforce the house’s planar theme. 
A roofed walkway connecting the main 
building to the garage/party room wing 
further emphasizes its linear quality and 
penetrates the depth of the site. = 


Second floor plan. 
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View from pool to bedroom wing. 


First floor plan. 
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Street facade. 
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Photo by James D'Addio. 
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View from driveway. 


ard. 


House seen from entrance courty 


Elevation detail. 


Seaside Villa, Elberon, New Jersey 


Robert A.M. Stern Architects, New York, New York 


The Mediterranean nature of this 
house relates to its seaside neighborhood, 
explain the architects, who have designed 
traditionally inspired buildings across the 
country and abroad. Volumes are of sim- 
ple stucco, and detailing is restrained. On 
the exterior, dark red tile roofs and terra 
cotta cornices are used, and the windows 
are painted Tuscan red. On the interior, 
polished mahogany doors are set in rough 
plaster walls, ceilings are oak beamed, 
and floors are stone. 


The main house is L-shaped in plan 
and only one room deep. At the front of 
the house, a wall provides privacy to the 
entrance and encloses a cloistered garden. 
On the back, facing the ocean, a limestone 
terrace leads down to a lawn and the 
beach beyond; on one side, terraces step 
down to a cabana and a pool, which is 
tiered to create the illusion of fresh water 
flowing to the sea. L] 


View from entrance gate. 
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Photos by Timothy Hursley. 


Beach facade/pool. 


Living room. Entrance arcade. 
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Graves Residence, Princeton, New Jersey 
Michael Graves, Architect, Princeton 


The Tuscan vernacular style of this 
former warehouse, sturdy and taut with 
hollow clay tile and brick structure and a 
stucco finish, seems particularly suited to 
Michael Graves’ own highly personal and 
appealing style. Thick walls permit the 
controlled introduction of daylight, while 
Graves’ deliberate yet understated archi- 
tectural forms—thick columns, shallow 
vaults—marry well with the pragmatically 
crafted original structure. Unusual for 
residential architecture in Princeton, the 
building relates instead to Princeton 
University's masonry structures, and was, 
in fact, built in 1926 by the same Italian 
stonemasons. 


The L-shaped building was originally 
divided into numerous storage cells. The 
renovated north wing is entered through 
the former truck dock, now a courtyard. 
It contains living and dining rooms and a 
library with garden terrace, and a bed- 
room and study above. The renovation of 
the south wing is now planned. 
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Garden Entrance. 


Lower Floor Plan. Upper Floor Plan. 
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Photos by Oberto Gili. 


Room Alcove. 


A ex 


Living Room. 


Library. 
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Grotta Residence, Harding Township, New Jersey 
Richard Meier & Partners, New York, New York 


This pristinely sculptural house is 
made up of geometric volumes, with arms 
reaching out into the landscape of its 
seven-acre site. Its fine-tuned brand of 
Modernism- European in origin, 
embraced and perfected by an eminent 
American architect—makes no claims to 
regionalism but stands, in this park-like 
setting as in others across the world, in 
harmony with nature but distinct from it, a 
gleaming icon of the ideals to which the 
human intellect aspires. 


D 


| 


TOON 


A two-story cylinder which holds the i H 
living room intersects with the orthogonal ij | | | 
body of the rest of the house. Long axial H E E 
walkways connect the square garage to : C 
the main house, and continue beyond the RI LT 
house to a pavilion in the site. At right m i i 
angles to those walkways and exactly - LERH | a 
bisecting the cylinder is a second axis, B = | eg 
which begins at the fireplace on the edge - £1 I B | 
of the living room, continues up the skylit HY | 4 
staircase, and leads eventually to an open HHI — | 
air passerelle running to the upper garden e 
level. LJ 


Photos by Scott Frances/Esto. 
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View of House from South 
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Private Residence, Mendham, New Jersey 


Nadaskay Kopelson Architects, Morristown, New Jersey 


This 3500-square-foot open-plan 
house with a symmetrical layout is 
inspired, explain the architects, by the 
designs of Stickley, Green & Green, and 
early Wright. The ground floor plan has 
the kitchen at its center, around which are 
arranged the primary living spaces. These 
spaces are extended into the 2.5-acre site 
by means of deep bays, covered porches, 
and a highly articulated landscape design. 


Cherry wood is used extensively—for 
cabinets in and around the kitchen, interi- 
or moldings and windows. Energy con- 
servation measures include projecting 
eaves, overhangs, and a heavily insulated 
roof. [] 
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Photos by Otto Bait 


Sharon Residence, Princeton, New Jersey 
Kehrt Shatken Sharon: Architects, Princeton, New Jersey 


A small California-style bungalow 
dating from 1913 has been renovated and 
expanded. The expansion occurs on the 
second floor, and was inspired by the 
original roof of the garage on the 1 1/2- 
acre site. 


A large-scale dormer liberates 800 
square feet of second-floor living space, 
providing a master bedroom, bathroom, 
and walk-in closet. Other interventions 
which served to open up the existing 
rooms include the removal of the walls on 
either side of the fireplace separating liv- 
ing and dining rooms, and the incorpora- 
tion of a former bedroom into the landing 
at the second story. Where possible, orig- 
inal features were kept—the original bath- 
tub, radiators, soft-pine flooring, and plas- 
ter walls. L 


Photos b: 
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House, Sandy Cove Point, New Jersey 


Ryan & Healy, Architects, Loveladies, New Jersey/Boston, Massachusetts 


This house, a collaboration between 
architects Micheal Ryan and Brian Healy, 
is situated on a point projecting into a bay. 
The site provides expansive views of the 
bay and protected wetlands, as well as an 
adjacent cove for water activities. 
Visitors can arrive by water as well as 
land. 


On the land side, privacy was the goal 
and fenestration is limited. On the water 
side, the living room’s curving, tilted 
glass wall virtually reaches out to the bay 
views, and the sloped roof of this wing 
soars up to incorporate a master bedroom 
suite. | 


Residence, Barnegat Light, New Jersey 


Michael Ryan Architects, Loveladies, New Jersey 


This retirement home for a couple is 
planned on a small lot, 50 feet by 125 feet. 
Indirect views of the dunes and ocean are 
enhanced by locating the main living 
areas on the upper level, which has the 
greatest ceiling heights of the house's 
three levels. 


Exterior detailing highlights the choice 
of materials. Certain elements of trim, 
such as the wood deck railings, are struc- 
tural, their depth casting long shadows on 
the house's surfaces. A trellis integral 
with the house's east facade (shown here) 
derives its order from window openings 
and balconies. A flat fiberglass roof pro- 
jects well beyond the top floor walls. | 
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Szucs Residence, Lake Hopatcong, New Jersey 


Parette & Associates, Morristown, New Jersey 
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Photo by Gregory J. Somjen 


This 1920s masonry and wood frame 
house is to be gutted to convert it from a 
summer house to the primary residence 
for a young family. On the street side, the 
exterior is kept formal, while more free- 
dom is taken in glazing and detail on the 
lake side, shown here. A deck and long 
stairway is added, as well as a balcony on 
the second floor. Inside, the ground floor 
living spaces are oriented on an angle to 
the orthogonal axis of the building enve- 
lope. The second-story bedrooms are 
treated traditionally, but the master bed- 
room extends into the third floor, and a 
new dormer is added. 


Model by Brian Healy and Amy Klee. 


QWFK House, New Jersey 


Michael Rotondi/Morphosis, Santa Monica, California 


To express the individuality of the 
family members, the architects provided, 
along one axis, pavilions with distinct 
spatial identities, and at right angles, a 
master bedroom suite. To further respond 
to the client’s wish for a framework fos- 
tering family growth, the family room, 
imprinted with the ordering systems of the 
adjacent wings, is located at the intersec- 
tion of the wings. 


To respond to features of the five-acre 
site, the pavilions are organized to contin- 
ue the sequence of existing trees, and are 
angled in section to reflect the site’s slope, 
take advantage of the views, and capture 
the morning sun. 


Materials include calcium silicate pan- 
els and teak boards, teak and red-primed 
steel windows and columns, and sod and 
lead-coated copper roofs. 


Photos by Tom Bonner. 


House, Cape May Point, New Jersey 
John DeFazio Architect, Hightstown, New Jersey 
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This house stands at the very tip of 
New Jersey, on a spit of land projecting 
into the Atlantic Ocean. The site provides 
panoramic views of the ocean and the 
Delaware Bay. The house’s dual role, as 
terminal and outlook, generates its special 
form—a circular tower with rectangular 
forms behind it. 


The house is organized with the most 
public rooms—living, dining—on the 
ground floor, family room (with outstand- 
ing views) and bedrooms on the second 
floor, and master bedroom on the entire 
top floor. The stair spirals progressively 
up, around the interior half of the tower. l | 
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For all the beauty of wood with the maintenance-freedom of aluminum, stop by 
and see the Marvin Clad Retro Patio Door. It's made of Ponderosa pine for a 
beautiful, warm interior. The exterior is sheathed with extruded aluminum cladding 
for durable freedom from maintenance. And it's specially sized, so it fits into existing 
aluminum door openings. 

e Choose from four colors of cladding to match your home. 
Panels slide smoothly on twin-wheel rollers. 
Attractive sill resists scuffs and never needs painting. 
Weatherstripping on all four sides keeps out wind and water. 
Removable wood grilles are optional for a traditional look. 


Forge Wholesale 609-395-1900 


2540 Highway #130 South NJ 800-622-0308 
Suite #115 NY 800-421-1577 
Cranbury, NJ 08512 FAX 609-395-9674 


GIVE YOUR 
HOMES 
THE B.E.S.T. 
ADVANTAGE 


„And your buyers H v 
“another reason to buy! |, < < E 


Could you sell more homes if you could BEST 


promise buyers a 30% savings on their energy [e ar a 
bills? Built for Ene 


Many South Jersey builders think so. That's i g Tomorrows 
why they're finding out all about the B.E.S.T. e "? 
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home, the one that's Built for Energy 
Saving Tomorrows. 

Not a style, but an advanced 
building system, the B.E.S.T. home 
combines super-tight construction 
standards with the latest in heating and 
cooling technology. 

Because it's built specifically for energy To find 
savings, this home is less costly to operate and out more, call us at 1-800-221-0520. Do it 
can provide many other benefits as well. Like now and you'll be eligible for a special 
qualifying buyers for higher mortgages (thanks incentive program that includes advertising 
to lower electric bills) and offering a support and many other benefits. 
competitive advantage when it comes time to 
sell. 

So why not offer your buyers a home that's AVATLANTIC ELECTRIC 
not only beautiful and versatile, but also less 1199 Black Horse Pike, Pleasantville, NJ 08232 
costly to operate than other homes? 


The New Jersey Shore House 
by Michael Ryan, AIA 


The face and form of New Jersey’s 
beach house have been stamped, over the 
past century, by the means of the people 
who have built them, their relationship 
with nature, and stylistic influences from a 
broader region. But some aspects have 
been constant—the search for pleasure and 
the release from workaday conformity. 


In the late 19th century, people arrived 
by train from the major urban areas to stay 
at large hotels and rooming houses by the 
sea. The era was dominated by an attitude 
towards nature that has not totally left us 
today: Nature was to be viewed and stud- 
ied from a comfortable distance. Thus, 
the boardwalk was born, and long, long 
piers were built into the ocean. Here, one 
strolled in one’s Sunday best, not quite 
touching nature. The large hotels of the 
era, like the single-family houses, were 
characterized by the formal variety known 
in Victorian architecture elsewhere. One 
feature is especially worth noting 


here—the porch, that transition zone 
between the interior and the street, which 
provided shade and further softened the 
line of the building’s exterior. 


As the number of people with the 
means, albeit limited, to build their own 
beach houses increased in the early years 
of this century, simple houses proliferated. 
The vacation house can be minimal, just 
one step beyond a tent, enclosing enough 
space to fry a fish and take a nap. Many 
of the houses built in the early 20th centu- 
ry were simply one room wide, with a 
front porch. These porches were extended 
living areas, providing shade before the 
age of air conditioning. In the larger 
boarding houses, where guests returned 
year after year to nurture summertime 
friendships, they were arenas of social 
interaction. 


The period following World War II 
saw a remarkable increase of summer resi- 
dents at the shore. Old highways were 


improved, new ones were built, and beach 
tracts were developed not unlike those in 
the state’s suburbs—small lots on simple 
gridded streets. Often, these summer 
house tracts were even more dense than 
those the vacationers called home. Many 
communities did not adopt zoning regula- 
tions until about 1950, and even today, 
zoning in some towns is a mere compila- 
tion of reactions and revisions to regula- 
tions which were adopted without any 
solid planning goals as their bases. The 
houses themselves repeated a few simple 
patterns, the “Cape Cod” being a most 
popular and economical type, and its sym- 
bolism was not inappropriate. 
Landscaping was minimal—front yards of 
gravel, usually totally covered by cars of 
visiting friends and relatives. Up until the 
late 1960s, a detached summer house 
could be had for under $15,000. 


In the late 1950s, clients with less 
restricted budgets and an open attitude 
Continued on page 30 


Victorian: The Baldwin Hotel, Beach Haven, NJ, 1883-1960. 


Experiment in Form: The “Sandcastle” House. 
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“Cape Cod:” Beach Haven Terrace. 


The Porch Subsumed: The Thomas Residence, by Michael Ryan, 1989. 


New Jersey’s Grand Country Houses 


by Mark Alan Hewitt, AIA 


In the history of American domestic 
architecture, New Jersey has been repre- 
sented by three or four discrete typolo- 
gies: pre-revolutionary Dutch and English 
houses, Victorian domestic architecture, 
modernist, and post-modernist design. 
But the largest and most significant por- 
tion of New Jersey houses designed by 
major American architects belong to the 
period from 1880 to 1930, during the 
surge of capitalist expansion which 
became the foundation for America’s 
twentieth century economic power. 
Though largely forgotten today, numerous 
grand country estates built by the centu- 
ry’s leading moguls are to be found 
throughout New Jersey. At the turn of the 
century, not only did many of the great 
patrons derive their wealth from New 
Jersey industries, railroads, and banking 
empires, but others discovered the resort 
and country environs of the Atlantic 
shore, Somerset Hills, and Ramapo moun- 
tains and purchased large landholdings 
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Blairsden, 1898, Carrére and 


Hastings. 


Shadow Brook Farm, 1910, H. T. Lindeberg. 


there for their country retreats. Moreover, 
the garden state played an important part 
in the American country life movement 
during this period. 


New Jersey's prominence in the coun- 
try place era derives from its proximity to 
New York as a social center and its early 
association with resorts and leisure activi- 
ties. When the Social Register was creat- 
ed in the mid-1880s and New York's 
famous “Four Hundred” emerged to 
define the top drawer of American 
Society, New Jersey money was well rep- 
resented. Long before that, wealthy New 
Yorkers and Philadelphians had congre- 
gated at the Atlantic watering holes of 
Long Branch, Rumson and Seabright, 
"taking the rest cure," gambling at casinos 
and playing the horses at Monmouth Park. 
President Garfield's death in a seaside cot- 
tage only hastened the area's notoriety; 
steamers and the shore line of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad sped sojourners 


Skylands, 1924, John Russell Pope. 


from Manhattan to Deal Beach or the 
fashionable Elberon Casino in a matter of 
hours. By the 1880s the shore resorts had 
what Henry James described as a "chain 
of villas" designed by the best American 
architects, from Bruce Price and Charles 
McKim to Lamb and Rich. Sadly, most of 
these gems of the high Shingle style, 
including the extraordinary Victor 
Newcomb house (McKim, Mead & 
White, 1881-82) at Elberon, have disap- 
peared. 


Henry James toured the northern shore 
resorts in 1906 and published his very 
critical impressions in The American 
Scene a year later. By this time the 
Shingle Style houses had become mere 
"superceded shabbiness," just "brown 
wooden barracks" which receded into the 
background, the foreground now occupied 
by "great white boxes as standing there 
with the silvered ghostliness (for all the 


Continued on page 31 
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The New Jersey Shore House 


continued from page 28 


towards design began providing architects 
from more sophisticated areas such as 
New York and Philadelphia with opportu- 
nities to spread their wings. Some of the 
houses built at the northern edge of Long 
Beach Island include a Pyramid House 
(1970) by Malcolm Wells—a large, shin- 
gled tent-like structure supported on a 
central pile—and the cluster of three 
cedar-shingled “Sandcastle” houses. 
These houses rise above the dunes with 
little hint of their scale. Robert Venturi’s 
#9 house also remains intact, an example 
of a small house with big ideas. 


With these houses, individual expres- 
sion has become a valued commodity. 
While their owners tend to conform to 
conservative attitudes in their permanent 
residences, they assume a more relaxed 
and open attitude towards what constitutes 
“house” at the beach. Beach areas have 
become fields for architectural experimen- 
tation. Approaching the dunes, one might 
think one is viewing a giant lot of eccen- 


tric, custom-designed cars, each facing a 
different direction, seemingly independent 
of the landscape. 


Zoning regulations have now become 
more restrictive, especially in terms of set- 
backs, even as people are commissioning 
larger houses. To architects working with- 
in these constraints, it is like inflating a 
balloon within a box. Recessed entries 
and covered decks become incorporated 
within this box; the porch is no longer an 
adjunct to the main house, but contained 
within it. 

Another force shaping today’s beach 
house is the gathering of the clan. The 
summer house has become the one place 
where diverse family members come 
together for an extended period. The 
resultant architecture can be seen as a 
compound, where issues of community 
and privacy are paramount, hierarchy of 
spaces must be carefully conceived, and 
the rhythm of a day at the beach must be 
well understood. 


Now that good architecture is again 
valued at the shore, it bodes well that bet- 
ter planning practices are beginning to be 
pursued. This combination could secure 
the future of our coast, holding something 
for all who live and visit there. = 


Michael Ryan is an architect who 
practices in Loveladies, New Jersey. 


THE N EWMAN COMPANY 459 Tompkins Place - Orange * New Jersey e 07051 201+678+ 1898 
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SINCE 1910 


FACADE RESTORATION: 


CHEMICAL CLEANING 
STONE REPLICATION 
TUCK POINTING 
WATERPROOFING 
ROOFING 


CATHEDRAL OF THE SACRED HEART 
, Restored by The Newman Company 
i 1986 through 1988 


New Jersey’s Grand Country Houses 


Continued from page 29 


silver involved) of a series of candid new 
moons.” The novelist might have been 
discussing the elaborate classical home of 
Murry Guggenheim at Long Branch 
(Carrére and Hastings, 1903-05); with 
typically complex invective he revealed 
the emptiness at the center of these “state- 
ly homes” of the new rich. For between 
1892, when Biltmore and Marble House 
were created, and the early years of the 
century, wealthy Americans were 


obsessed with palace building, collecting 
treasures from Europe, and proclaiming 
the sheer scale of their wealth. 


If one shimmering white villa epito- 
mizes the tendencies portrayed by James, 
it is George Gould’s extraordinary 
Lakewood estate, “Georgian Court," now 
preserved relatively intact as a women’s 
college. The motivations and pattern of 
its making are typical. Gould (1864- 


“I needed a small 
compact home elevator... 


mjn'vator was the answer.” 


RESIDENTIAL ELEVATOR 


minlvator The 


RESIDENTIAL ELEVATO 


“vanishing elevator’ 


made exclusively for the home. 


The Minivator Residential Elevator is a 
new, compact alternative to home eleva- 


tors. 


minute. 


This residential elevator doesn't 
require a shaft or hoistway and takes one 
to two people between floors in less than a 
It can also accommodate a stan- 
dard size wheelchair and rider. As the car 
ascends, a self-closing hatch cover in the 


MOBILITY 
ELEVATOR & LIFT CO. 


25 MERRY LANE ll EAST HANOVER, NJ 07936 
(201)887-7500 FAX (201) 887-0442 


ceiling opens automatically and the car 


passes through. 


1923), the son of the infamous railroad 
tycoon Jay Gould, discovered the unique 
beauties of Lakewood's pine forests while 
following other society figures there for 
stays in the early 1890s. Rather than 
building a river villa on the Hudson (his 
father owned Lyndhurst, at Tarrytown), 
Gould purchased 200 acres along the 
shore of Lake Carasaljo and in 1896 
engaged Bruce Price to design a house, 
gardens and casino for the property. 


Georgian Court was Price's last major 
work, his largest house and garden design. 
Unlike his taut, innovative Shingle Style 
cottages, it adheres stiffly to classical, 
European precedents. It nevertheless has 
that air of “crude confidence" and empty, 
gilded opulence which James saw in many 
mansions of the time. The estate impress- 
es mainly by its sheer scale and the power 
of its leisure technology: the casino (280' 
x 1767) contains a ring the size of 
Madison square garden, a virtual hotel for 
guests, a motion picture theatre, bowling 
alleys, squash courts, and a ballroom. The 
famous "Italian" gardens (strange and 
incongruous among the pines) were laid 
out on a vast axis from the lake and 
crowned by John Massey Rhind's electri- 
cally powered Apollo fountain— Georgian 
Court's generating facilities were marvels 
of their day. The sinuous masculinity of 
the horses and male figure create an over- 
whelming sense of power itself; at night a 
ring of colored bulbs lights hundreds of 
jets of water to further underscore the 
technological magnificence sought by 
Gould. 


New Jersey had its fair share of such 
estates. Madison has two examples at 
Drew and Fairleigh Dickenson 
Universities: the Charles Harkness house 
by James Gamble Rogers (c. 1911), and 
McKim, Mead & White’s gigantic 
Hamilton McK. Twombly estate (1900), 
“Florham,” both in the fashionable 
Georgian style. Near Ramsay and 
Mahwah is “Darlington,” (James Brite, 
1904-07), the Jacobethan country place of 
George T. Crocker. And “Shadowlawn,” 
(Horace Trumbauer, 1927-29) the Hubert 
T. Parsons house known for its appearance 
in the film “Annie,” is now part of 
Monmouth College. But undoubtably the 
finest example of an intact stately home is 
to be found in the heart of Somerset Hills 
near Peapack. 


"Blairsden," the country estate of C. 
Ledyard Blair, was designed in 1898 by 
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John Merven Carrére and Thomas 
Hastings, then the most fashionable archi- 
tects of the rich man’s house. They had 
just won a national competition to design 
the 42nd Street headquarters of the New 
York Public Library, and were engaged in 
planning some of the country’s most elab- 
orate classical houses and gardens: Henry 
Flagler’s “Whitehall” in Palm Beach, 
“Vernon Court” for Mrs. Richard 
Gambrill in Newport, E.C. Benedict’s 
“Indian Harbour” in Greenwich, and 
Giraud Foster’s “Bellefontaine” in Lenox, 
Massachusetts. Trained at the Ecole des 
Beaux Arts in the 1880s and apprenticed 
to McKim, Mead & White, they helped to 
introduce classical models for the 
American country house at a time when 
patrons wanted European pomp and aris- 
tocratic trappings. 


In building a house with European 
pretensions, C. Ledyard Blair (1867-1949) 
was merely keeping in step with his Wall 
Street colleagues and competitors, men 
such as Cornelius Vanderbilt, Clarence 
Mackay, Edward T. Stotesbury, and his 
business associate George Gould. Blair’s 
wealth was derived from banking, stocks 
and railroads during a boom in business 
consolidation at the century’s turn. 
Inevitably, land speculation also led him 
to acquire the spectacular Raritan valley 
site upon which he built Blairsden. Only 
minutes from Peapack Station, he could 
be in his Manhattan office at 24 Broad 
Street in a couple of hours. 


Blair sought to build a house which 
would command, indeed possess, its hill- 
top site as no other American house had 
yet dared to do—even George 
Vanderbilt’s Biltmore. In only two years, 
the architects and builders carefully grad- 
ed the side of one of the highest of the 
Somerset Hills, constructing a broad later- 
al terrace and rampe douce as a platform 
for the house. Above, on the summit of 
the hill, the stables were constructed, sub- 
tly screened from the approach drive and 
the house itself. Regal is the word which 
best describes the scale of the most noted 
aspect of the estate: the plunging axial 
allée running from the terrace southward 
for nearly a mile, opening to an artificial 
lake created on the Raritan River. 


Following a good Beaux Arts parti, 
Blair’s hilltop chateau was designed 
around a major cross axis and a set of 
minor intersecting enfilades. As a power- 
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ful foil to the hillside allée, Hastings dis- 
posed the interior along a single transverse 
hall entered through a richly carved giant 
order entrance portal. The architects and 
garden designer James Greanleaf provided 
a splendid frame for the entrance—a long 
reflecting pool shaded by maple trees. 
Once inside, the visitor found a suite of 
formal rooms opening onto the terrace, 
including a library of Italian walnut, a 
large living room decorated with paneling 


from an old New York townhouse, and a 
music room. At the far end of the hall was 
a richly appointed, club-like dining room 
of carved paneling and Ionic pilasters, 
since replaced by a brighter room in Adam 
style. One of the most technologically 
advanced houses of its day, Blairsden had 
electric lights, an elevator, a vast kitchen 
and pantry, and lots of well-appointed 
bathrooms. 


Ae ett en 
LAS 2222088! 


Architects need reliable engineers. 


Engineers who know the construction process inside 
and out. Specialists who both the architect and owner can | 
trust. But most of all, engineers who aren't afraid to discuss 
costs and materials up front when it counts. 


Straight talk is rare in our business—but it’s our way of 
working with clients. We always give you the most efficient 
design, without any last-minute budget surprises. 


Why not put our word to the test on your next project? 
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Architecturally, the house is distin- 
guished by its bold massing (steeply 
pitched roofs and chimneys anchor it to 
the site) and disciplined classical details. 
The ingenious planning is reinforced by 
strong, abstract treatment on the exterior; 
Hastings’ tendency toward overelaborate 
textures, materials, and carved details is at 
a minimum. For this among other rea- 
sons, it is certainly the finest of the mature 
works of Carrére and Hastings and one of 


the major country houses of its time. New 
Jersey is fortunate that when the estate 
was sold at auction in 1950 after the 
patron’s death (for a mere $65,000) a reli- 
gious order sympathetic to its preservation 
was the new owner. Since that time, it has 
been maintained to a miraculous degree 
with quite limited resources. 


Blairsden was merely the crown jewel 
among the estates of the Bernards Hills, 


The Tremco package 


Roofing 
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Quality 
Assurance 
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systems, and full-time 


project monitoring. 
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advantage of this program... 


New Jersey architects call: 
William Maier 1-800-628-7501 


TREINCO 


considered in 1916 to be “one of the 
choicest residential sections in the world.” 
Otto Kahn, of Kuhn, Loeb & Co., owned 
“Cedar Court” in nearby Morristown 
before relocating to Huntington, Long 
Island. Richard Lindabury’s *Meadow- 
brook Farm” in Bernardsville was 
renowned for its rustic gardens and pas- 
toral trappings. And the socially promi- 
nent architect George B. Post built his 
own classical house, “Claremont,” nearby, 
eventually to be joined by that of his son, 
George B. Post, Jr. Like the shore resort 
colonies, the country club enclaves of 
Morris and Somerset counties were social- 
ly exclusive as well as bucolic, and therein 
lay their ultimate value as real estate. 


With the onset of the First World War 
and the passage of the 13th Amendment 
authorizing a federal tax on income, the 
era of elaborate palace building on the 
scale of Georgian Court and Blairsden 
came to an end. But country life in New 
Jersey was hardly on the wane. Another 
generation of American Plutocrats would 
build comfortable homes, cultivate artful 
gardens, and seek genteel leisure in many 
of the same places established by their for- 
bears in the late 19th century. And a 
younger generation of talented architects 
would emerge to cater to their dreams of a 
landed life. 


In fact, several of the excellent gentle- 
men architects of 1920s, designers who 
gave the Gatsby era its suavity and 
panache, were associated with New Jersey 
in either practice or patrimony. First 
among these was Harrie Thomas 
Lindeberg, who was born to Swedish par- 
ents near Bayonne in 1879. Following the 
death of his mentors, Stanford White and 
Charles McKim, Lindeberg emerged as 
the most successful country house archi- 
tect of the post-war decades. Beginning 
with "Shadow Brook Farm," built in 1910 
for Dr. Ernest Fahnestock near 
Shrewsbury, he designed a number of dis- 
tinguished country places for New Jersey 
patrons prior to the Second World War. 


Fahnestock (1877-1937) was a 
renowned New York surgeon with a keen 
interest in horses and farming. He pur- 
chased several existing farms (some 200 
acres) between Red Bank and Shrewsbury 
village in 1909 and built an extensive 
compound on the estate, including a main 
house ($200,000), a horse barn, garage, 
gardens, and a caretaker's cottage. As one 

Continued on page 36 
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New Jersey’s Grand 


Country Houses 
Continued from page 33 


of Lindeberg’s first large farm estates 
executed with Louis Colt Albro, the 
Fahnestock commission set a standard 
for later work. The main house has a 
simple, vernacular classical feel, while 
the barns are trim and modern. Shadow 
Brook is now a well-known restaurant. 


Lindeberg’s major commissions in 
New Jersey included houses for George 
Davidson (Madison, 1909), Herbert 
Coppell (Tenafly, 1918), Joseph Kahrs 
(Llewellyn Park, 1927), Seth Thomas 
(Morristown, 1925), and Paul Moore 
(Convent Station, 1914). He also 
designed several smaller houses in the 
planned suburb of Short Hills. Most typ- 
ical of his abstracted, English vernacular 
style with the characteristic “Lindeberg 
roof" is the Thomas Vietor house (1915- 
18) in Rumson, still maintained as a pri- 
vate home. The most prominent of 
Lindeberg’s New Jersey clients was 
Gerard Barnes Lambert (b. 1886), one of 
the nation’s most successful corporate 
executives and a housing advisor to the 
Roosevelt administration. Not only did 


Additional credits 


North Ward House, Rumson: 

Jay D. Measley Architects 

Project architect: Michael Mahns 

Project team: Patti Jordan, Joseph 
Sacco, Paul Hume 

Photographer: James D’Addio 

Owner: John Kimmel 

Contractor: Sundance of NJ, Inc.; 
Jeff Layton 


Seaside Villa, Elberon: 

Robert A.M. Stern Architects 

Architect-in-charge: John Ike 

Project Associate: Augusta Barone 

Assistants: Charles Barrett, Grant 
Marani, Pat Tine 

Interior design associate: Lisa Maurer 

Interior design assistant: Alice Yiu 

Landscape associate: Robert 
Ermerins 

Landscape assistant: Stephanie 
Abrams 

Lighting design: Cline, Bettridge, 
Bernstein Lighting Design, Inc. 

General contractor: Sollecito General 
Contractors 
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he commission a splendid Mount Vernon- 
type colonial country house, built in 
Princeton in 1914, but also had Lindeberg 
remodel one of Virginia’s finest planta- 
tions, “Carter Hall” at Millwood, for his 
family in 1930. The Lambert house is 
now a private secondary school. 


Lindeberg was in good company with 
other prominent New York architects 
designing in Monmouth County, the 
Princeton area, and in other upper class 
communities. William Adams Delano 
(1874-1960) designed one of his largest 
country houses in Middletown for 
Thatcher M. Brown of the Brown 
Brothers Harriman Company. Built in 
1912-13 on the Navesink River, “Red 
Gables” reminds one of Lindeberg’s 
work, with its vast overdraped tile roofs 
and abstracted brick surfaces. Delano 
and Aldrich also did country houses for 
Charles A. Lindbergh at Hopewell 
(where the famous kidnapping 
occurred), and for his father-in-law, 
Dwight Morrow, in Englewood. Mott 
B. Schmidt (1889-1977), a New York 
architect famed for his minimalist 
Georgian residences, designed a disci- 
plined 5-part country house for Clarence 
Dillon at Far Hills (1936) and a beauti- 
ful English Georgian manor near 


Grotta Residence, Harding 


Township: 

Richard Meier & Partners, Architects 

Design team: Richard Meier, 
Michael Palladino 

Associate-in-charge: David Ling 

Collaborators: Charles Crowley, 
Christian Hubert, Lucy Kelly, 
Ralph Stern 

Structural engineer: Severud- 
Szegezdy Consulting Engineers 

Mechanical and electrical engineers: 
John Altieri, P.E., Consulting 


Engineers. 
Landscape architect: Quennell- 
Rothschild 
General contractor: Drill 
Construction 


Sharon Residence, Princeton: 
Kehrt Shatken Sharon: Architects 
Principal-in-charge: Rafael Sharon 
Project architect: Walter Koch 


Private Residence, Mendham: 
Nadaskay Kopelson Architects 
Designer: Raymond Nadaskay, AIA 


Princeton for Bernard Peyton (1931) 
among other New Jersey commissions. 
Alfred Hopkins (1870-1941), an archi- 
tect known for his expertise in both farm 
and prison design, had a numenous, 
English-inspired country house in 
Princeton. He also designed several 
superbly picturesque farm complexes in 
the Middletown area, notably the estate 
of Macy’s president Herbert H. Straus 
(1933-34). This storybook collection of 
stone buildings made around courtyard 
gardens reminds one of English monas- 
tic cloisters and medieval agricultural 
groups. 


But the architect who made the 
largest mark on the New Jersey estate 
landscape during the post-World War I 
years was undoubtably John Russell 
Pope (1874-1937), one of America’s 
greatest classical designers. He is repre- 
sented in Monmouth County by two fine 
colonial revival designs: the Andrew 
Varrick Stout house (1918-19) at Red 
Bank, and the Robert J. Collier house (c. 
1911-14) at Wickatunk. As early exam- 
ples of two of the most popular colonial 
period models for the modern residence, 
the 5-part Maryland Georgian and the 
Mount Vernon type, the Stout and 
Collier houses rank among Pope’s most 


Landscape design: Nadaskay 
Kopelson Architects 
Builder: Philip Rochelle Builders 


Szucz Residence, Lake 
Hopatcong: 
Parette + Associates PC, Architecture 
Project team: Marc Parette, Gregory 
Somjen, Andrew Blysak 


QFWK House, New Jersey: 

Architect: Michael 
Rotondi/Morphosis 

Collaborator: Clark Stevens 

Team: Brian Reiff, Craig Scott 

Assistants: Rebecca Bearss, Wendy 
Borg, Michael Brandes, Tracy 
Loeffler, Paul Moreno, Stuart 
Spafford 


significant early work. One is in private 
hands, the other, now in Marlboro 
Township, belongs to the Sisters of the 
Good Shepherd. 


New Jerseyans are most familiar with 
two of Pope’s country houses built in the 
midst of the 1920s stock market boom by 
brokers with a flair for the dramatic. 
Clarence McKenzie Lewis, also a noted 
horticulturalist, commissioned Pope to 
design a new house at Skylands Farm, his 
vast mountaintop estate near Ringwood in 
Passaic County. Built in 1924 in the 
Tudor style which Pope had used at his 
renowned “Bonniecrest” in Newport, 
Skylands Manor is now the centerpiece of 
the New Jersey State Botanical Garden. 
Featured in Country Life in America in 
the mid-1930s, the gardens and farming 
activities (designed by Pope in concert 
with Vitale & Geiffert, landscape archi- 
tects) were among the most elaborate in 
the nation at that time. Not to be over- 
shadowed, the architect designed one of 
his most compelling picturesque houses, 
planned to connect at several oblique 
angles to the landscape scheme. Though 
the gardens are well maintained by state 
and private funds, the buildings are cur- 
rently underutilized and the house is 
vacant. 


A happier re-use was found for Pope’s 
elegant Thomas Frothingham residence 


Residential 
TJI Joist 


THE ARCHITECT’S CHOICE FOR 
* Precision Engineered 
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(1920-21) in Far Hills. The United 
States Golf Association purchased the 
estate in 1972 and remodeled the house 
in 1986-87 for use as a museum. Re- 
named Golf House, the 5-part Georgian 
building makes a fine environment for 
the appreciation of a sport cultivated by 
the wealthy builders of America’s great 
country houses. However, the life of its 
original patron, a slimy manipulator of 
stocks, is redolent of the Gatsby era and 
the short stories of F. Scott Fitzgerald. 


New Jersey’s rich legacy of country 
house and garden design is in danger of 
being lost amidst the helter-skelter devel- 
opment of the late-twentieth century 
megalopolis. This article documents 
only the best-known of the many estates 
built in New Jersey during the early part 
of the century, and focuses on those that 
have been preserved. Numerous others 
have been demolished or altered beyond 
recognition, or are destined for the 
wrecking ball because of the value of 
their land. 


New Jersey’s architectural identity is 
surely bound up with the story of the 
country house during the progressive and 
jazz eras. One cannot appreciate “the 
New Jersey house” without understand- 
ing these lavish displays of wealth, 
leisure, and the pastoral gentility. And 
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when the future history of the state's 
domestic architecture is written, it would 
be a great pity indeed if examples of this 
important type were no longer available 
to the architect, historian, or public. 
Thus it is appropriate to end this brief 
survey of the New Jersey Country House 
with a plea for preservation of buildings, 
land, and prospects. Without such an 
effort, we may well come to lament that 
what James called the “candid new 
moons” of current development, with 
their own crude, loud, empty, assertive 
expensiveness, will have eclipsed 
domestic environments that rank among 
the most artful endeavors of this fleeing 
century. = 


Mark Alan Hewitt, AIA, practices 
architecture in Hope, New Jersey, and is 
Associate Professor at the School of 
Architecture, New Jersey Institute of 
Technology. His book, The Architect & 
the American Country House, 1890- 
1940, was published last year by Yale 
University Press. 
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We've been busy. . . 


PROJECT: CT/MRI CENTER Lawrenceville,NJ 


Trenton Neurological Surgeons 
CHALLENGES: ` Rigging a 10-ton magnet into position; 
Pouring special foundations and 
drainage system; 

Installing specialized mechanical / 
electrical systems through structures 
requiring wall-wave guides. 
RESULTS: ` “Sweetwater performed work of the highest quality 
at competitive pricing and was consistently 
cooperative with both me and other tenants." 

- Dr. Ariel Abud 


...How may we help you? 


SWEETWATER 


INTERIOR CONSTRUCTION 
GROUP 


345 Witherspoon St. o Princeton, NJ 08542 
609/921-0660 o FAX 609/497-1994 


We cover the State of New Jersey through this office and two other locations in Edison and Cherry Hill. 


PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY INSURANCE 


Discover how your premiums are developed and what YOU can do to better them. 


Thomas J. Sharp & Associates, Inc. has been 
servicing design professionals for over two 


decades. We have dedicated ourselves to educating 


Architects, Engineers and Land Surveyors about 
their needs and questions concerning professional 
liability insurance. 


As specialists in professional liability insurance, let us show you: 


m How you can improve your premiums and 
work to improve your coverage by thorough 
application review 


= Coverage for full- or part-time practices 
= How to understand your policy 


= The insurers that best fit your practice 
W Your contractural exposures and how to 
limit them 


= How to better your cash flow through 
premium financing 


DESIGN PROFESSIONALS TODAY NEED PROFESSIONAL INSURANCE BROKERS 


THOMAS J. SHARP 
& ASSOCIATES, INC. 
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P.O. Box 275, 3648 Valley Road 
Liberty Corner, N.J. 07938 


(908) 647-5003 
FAX (908) 647-6725 


Thomas J. Sharp, President 


Richard N. Hartman, Executive Vice President 
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Anchor Interlock paving stones - durability and style to 
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News 


Paul Gallis announces the formation 
of his Newark office to provide market- 
ing, business development, sales, and 
public relations consulting services 
geared to small-sized firms. 


J. Robert Hillier, FAIA, recently cele- 
brated the 25th Anniversary of the firm 
he founded in 1966 with one employee. 
Today The Hillier Group is the fifth 
largest architecture firm in the country 
with offices in Princeton and 
Philadelphia. 


Alan Chimacoff, AIA, Director of 
Design for The Hillier Group, Princeton 
and Philadelphia, has been named to 
serve on this year’s national American 
Institute of Architects awards jury. 


Young architects Thomas Bish and 
Henry Laessig of Newark were selected 
for this year’s Young Architects Forum, 
the Architectural League of New York’s 
annual exhibition and lecture series con- 
ceived to discover new talent. The Bish/ 
Laessig entry consisted of a wood sculp- 
ture made of up 16 street collages from 
16 sections through Newark’s topogra- 
phy. 


1991 Scholarship Awards 


Twenty-one New Jersey architectural stu- 
dents were awarded educational grants 
totalling $16,450. The scholarship recipi- 
ents, who are pursuing their first profes- 
sional degree in architecture, have main- 
tained excellent grade point averages 
while attending architectural schools 
throughout the United States, and have 
demonstrated talent and potential for suc- 
cess in the architectural profession. 


NJSA annually sponsors the scholar- 
ship awards program with donations from 
individuals and organizations that are 
committed to aiding promising design 
students. Since its inception in 1959, the 
program has distributed more than 
$276,300. The Scholarship Foundation 
and the Society is deeply grateful to the 
donors who make this program possible. 


The Architects’ Spouses Scholarship, 
$500, was awarded to Janet Chen (Illinois 
Institute of Technology) of Ringoes. The 
Romeo Aybar Scholarship, $500, was 
awarded to Peter Wang in Cherry Hill. 


The Newark Suburban Section of 
NJSA awarded two grants in the amount 
of $1000 each to Maggi Denlea (NJIT) of 
Chester, and to Nancy Wu (NJIT) of East 
Hanover. The Brown’s Letters/Joseph 
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Keiling Memorial Scholarship, $500, was 
awarded to Kurt Koevenig (Princeton 
University) of Princeton. 


The Frank Grad Memorial 
Scholarship, $750, donated by Grad 
Associates, was awarded to James Ruban 
(Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute) of 
Springfield. 


The Hudson Blueprint Company 
Scholarship, $500, was awarded to 
Bhupesh Patel (Carnegie Mellon 
University) of Voorhees. 


The R.S. Knapp Scholarship, $500, 
was awarded to Andrew J. Bordick 
(Carnegie Mellon University) of 
Washington. 


The Thomas & David Lehman 
Architectural Scholarship, $1,000, was 
awarded to David Ashen (University of 
Pennsylvania) of Lakewood. 


The Herman Carle Litwack 
Scholarship, $500, donated by the founder 
of the Scholarship Program, was awarded 
to Michael Millemann (NJIT) of Jackson. 


The New Jersey Tile Council 
Promotion Fund Scholarship, $1,000, was 
awarded to Anton Wolfshorndl (NJIT) of 
Lincoln Park. 


The Charles Porter Memorial 
Scholarship, $500, was awarded to 
Michael Mihok (Boston Architectural 
Center) of Bayville. 


The Sidney Schenker Memorial 
Scholarship, $1,500, is donated from fam- 
ily funds held in trust by the Foundation, 
and was awarded to Barbara Hutchings 
(NJIT) of New Brunswick. 


The Adolph Scrimenti Memorial 
Scholarship, $700, donated by the firm 
Shive/Spinelli/Perantoni, was awarded to 
Erica Weeder (Princeton University) of 
Princeton. 


Architects’ Speakers Bureau 


The Society of Architectural 
Administrators (NJ Chapter) Scholarship, 
$500, was awarded to Toby Honigstock 
(Columbia University) of Fair Lawn. 


The John Trich Memorial Scholarship, 
$500, was awarded to Scott Burnley 
(Drexel University) of Cape May Court 
House. 


The West Jersey Society of Architects 
Scholarship, $1,000, was awarded to John 
Dacruz (NJIT) of Riverside. 


The New Jersey Society of Architects 
donated the following scholarship grants: 


The Adolph Scrimenti Memorial 
Scholarship, $1,000, was awarded to 
Marion Golubinski (NJIT) of New 
Monmouth. The Helen T. Schneider 
Memorial Scholarship, $1,000, was 
awarded to Jose Sanchez (Pratt Institute) 
of Union City. The Past Presidents’ 
Memorial Scholarships, two grants of 
$1,000 each, were generously donated 
from the proceeds of the Society’s annual 
Golf Outing, and awarded to Flavio 
Stigliano (NJIT) of Clark, and to Lauren 
Dunn (Harvard University) of Mahwah. 


Please call the New Jersey Society of 
Architects to find out how to establish a 
scholarship grant, or to obtain a scholar- 
ship grant application for a student. The 
deadline for grant applications each year 
is April 1st. 


Correction 


CUH2A, Inc., of Princeton, designed 
two Merck & Company Child Care 
Centers, one to be located in Rahway and 
the other in Whitehouse Station. The lat- 
ter town's name was incorrectly spelled in 
ANJ 91:3, p. 10. 


The New Jersey Society of Architects has a Speakers Bureau whose members 
welcome the opportunity to speak at a meeting of your professional, service, local, 
or special-interest organization, whether at large or small conferences, dinners, 


classroom presentations, or career days. 


Knowledgeable about your area, the speakers tailor their talks and presenta- 
tions to audiences of all ages and specific interests. To arrange for a speaker to 
address your group free of charge, please call NJSA at 1-800-541-0052. 


